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SEVENTEEN 

PRESBYTERIES  REPRESENTED 

More  than  200  women  from  more 
than  half  of  the  presbyteries  of  Col- 
umbia's constituency  participated  in 
Columbia  Friendship  Circle's  annual 
Come-See-Columbia  Day,  Thursday, 
April  10. 

Mrs.  Sara  Anne  Johnson,  presi- 
dent of  CFC,  presided  over  the  busi- 
ness meeting  which  followed  the 
opening  worship  at  which  Dr.  Kline 
preached.  The  financial  report  to  the 
assembly  indicated  that  the  $20,000 
goal  for  Supervised  Ministry  had  al- 
most been  attained  with  several  weeks 
remaining  before  the  books  close. 
New  bylaws  were  adopted  to  reflect 
the  restructured  Synods  making  up 
Columbia's  constituency. 

Following  a  presentation  by  Prof. 
Jap  Keith,  Director  of  Supervised 
Ministry,  it  was  voted  to  continue  the 
current  year's  project  for  one  more 
year  due  to  the  high  level  of  interest 
throughout  CFC  for  this  expanding 
work  at  Columbia. 

During  the  meeting  new  officers 
were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
Mrs.  Thomas  O.  Cox  of  Climax,  Ga., 
was  elected  president  of  CFC.  She 
will  be  assisted  by  Mrs.  Terry  Moore, 
Jr.,  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  as  vice-presi- 
dent and  Mrs.  Eric  A.  Esche  of  Mar- 
ietta, Ga.,  as  secretary-historian. 


The  Rev.  James  Lowry,  pastor  of  the 
Marianna  Presbyterian  Church  in  Florida, 
presents  a  check  to  Dr.  Kline  establishing 
the  Sam  Cothran  Smith  Memorial  Scholar- 
ship Fund  in  memory  of  the  late  husband 
of  Mrs.  Sam  C.  Smith. 


6UMMER  1Q75 


In  a  few  weeks  Columbia  juniors 
will  exit  in  all  directions  for  a  sum- 
mer of  supervised  ministry  in  church- 
es throughout  the  seminary's  support- 
ing synods. 

Director  of  Supervised  Ministry 
Jap  Keith  said  more  than  half  of  the 
class  of  38  have  been  placed.  How- 
ever, he  seeks  positions  for  five 
women,  a  black  and  an  international 
student.  One  international  and  one 
woman  already  have  signed  contracts. 
Three  couples  with  no  children  still 
need  placement. 

A  summer  of  supervised  ministry 
is  required  of  all  Columbia  students 
as  part  of  seminary  training.  The  10- 
week  period  allows  the  student  to 
participate  in  all  phases  of  ministry 
in  the  local  church,  giving  most  stu- 
dents the  first  opportunity  to  serve  in 
a  live  parish  situation. 

Seven  students  in  the  current  mid- 
dler  class  have  indicated  they  wish 


to  pursue  the  D.Min.  in-course  de- 
gree, according  to  Professor  Keith, 
and  tentative  placements  have  been 
made  for  all.  Three  will  do  a  year  in 
hospitals  and  four  in  local  parishes. 

Twenty-five  churches  have  request- 
ed D.Min.  students  for  the  coming 
year.  Professor  Keith  said.  D.Min. 
students  spend  their  third  year  in 
either  clinical  or  parish  work,  then 
return  to  the  seminary  for  the  final 
year. 

Nine  D.Min.  students  currently  in 
the  intern  year  returned  recently  for 
a  retreat  and  a  time  of  sharing  with 
seminary  faculty. 

"We  are  encouraged,"  Professor 
Keith  said,  "because  these  students 
are  Columbia's  pioneers  in  this  de- 
gree. They  brought  back  to  the  cam- 
pus significant  and  vital  growth  as 
ministers.  Their  minister  identity  is 
forming  and  showed  that  immense 
learning  is  occurring." 


SUMMER  PROGRPM  SCHEDULED 


"A  full  house  is  expected  for  Col- 
umbia's summer  program  for  minis- 
ters," Dean  Jack  McMichael  an- 
nounced. 

The  seminary  will  offer  several 
graduate  courses  for  academic  cred- 
it, plus  the  seminars  in  ministry  of 
the  D.Min.  program. 

Dr.  McMichael  said  the  program 
will  accommodate  about  75  persons 
with  participants  coming  from 
throughout  the  General  Assembly. 

"The  seminary  is  manifesting  con- 
cern for  active  pastors  in  upgrading 
and  updating  their  education,"  said 
Dr.  McMichael.  He  indicated  that  fi- 
nancial assistance  is  available  for  pas- 
tors of  small  churches. 

The  faculty  will  include  Colum- 
bia professors,  plus  Dr.  Hugh  Halver- 
stadt  of  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  and 
Dr.  Oscar  Hussel  of  the  G.E.B. 


Here  are  the  dates  for  the  seminars 
in  ministry: 

July  14-18,  The  Minister's  Chang- 
ing World,  Dean  Erskine  Clarke  & 
Faculty;  July  21-25,  Worship  and 
Work  in  Smalltown,  Dean  Jack  B. 
McMichael  &  Staff;  July  28-August 
1,  Education  for  Mission,  Dr.  Oscar 
Hussel;  August  4-8,  Organizational 
Development,  Dr.  Hugh  Halverstadt. 

Graduate  courses  for  credit: 

July  14-25,  How  We  Communi- 
cate The  Gospel  in  a  Secular  World, 
President  C.  Benton  Kline;  July  14- 
25,  Core  Seminar,  Dr.  Wade  P.  Huie; 
July  28-August  8,  Pastor  Care  of 
Marriage  and  the  Family,  Dr.  Theron 
Nease;  July  28-August  8,  Biblical  In- 
sights for  Preaching  from  Mark,  Dr. 
Will  Ormond. 

Graduate  courses  are  open  for 
credit  to  students  seeking  Th.M., 
D.Min.,  or  S.T.D.  degrees. 


D.Min.  students  Troy  Jarvis,  (L)  and  Roe 
Galloway  still  know  their  Greek. 


FROM  the  PRESIDENT 

Who  comes  to  Columbia  Semi- 
nary to  study  for  the  ministry? 

The  answer  to  that  question  is: 
All  sorts  of  people  —  men  and  wo- 
men, Americans  and  overseas  stu- 
dents, white  and  black  and  "brown" 
and  "yellow",  single  and  married, 
young  and  old,  Presbyterian  and  Bap- 
tist and  Methodist  and  Church  of 
God  and  Assembly  of  God  and  Sal- 
vation Army. 


Most  folks  think  of  our  students 
as  white  Presbyterian  males  about  23 
years  old,  and  are  quite  surprised  to 
learn  that  such  students  make  up  less 
than  half  the  student  body.  Many 
are  older,  many  are  women,  quite  a 
few  are  not  Presbyterian,  some  are 
black  or  from  overseas. 

For  two  groups  I  have  a  particular 
concern  because  they  get  caught  too 
often  between  the  Seminary  and  the 
church.  The  Seminary  requires  for 
academic  credit  a  10-week  summer 
term  of  service  in  supervised  minis- 
try in  a  local  congregation.  The 
churches  support  this  requirement 
by  erpploying  students  for  a  summer. 
In  addition,  during  the  year,  the 
Seminary  responds  to  the  needs  of 
vacant  churches  by  arranging  for  stu- 
dents to  preach  and  conduct  services. 
Finally,  the  Seminary  takes  responsi- 
bility for  helping  local  churches  and 
church  organizations  to  arrange  to 
call  graduating  seniors.  In  these  ac- 
tivities women  and  black  students 
are  a  matter  of  concern. 

The  black  students  who  come  to 
Columbia  are  candidates  of  presby- 
teries in  our  church.  They  are  pre- 
paring for  ordination  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  U.S.  Yet  too 
often  summer  placements,  supply 
preaching,  and  calls  to  full  ministry 
are  severely  restricted  for  them. 

Women  students,  too,  have  been 
received  as  candidates  for  the  minis- 


try by  a  presbytery.  They,  too,  are 
preparing  for  ordination  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  the  U.S.  They  are 
studying  Greek  and  Hebrew,  Bibli- 
cal exegesis,  church  history,  theology, 
ethics,  preaching  and  worship,  pas- 
toral care.  Christian  education, 
church  polity.  But  in  early  April  sev- 
en had  not  been  placed  for  summer 
supervised  ministry,  a  required 
course;  only  one  of  the  women  grad- 
uating had  been  called  by  a  church; 
most  never  have  the  opportunity  to 
preach  regularly  during  the  school 
year. 

This  is  a  deep  concern  to  those  of 
us  here  at  the  Seminary,  because  we 
see  gifted  people,  called  by  God, 
qualified  by  education  and  personal 
religious  experience,  needed  by  the 
church  for  its  ministry.  Yet  we  do 
not  see  enough  churches  willing  to 
consider  these  people  for  ministry, 
although  presbyteries  have  found 
them  suitable  candidates  for  the  min- 
istry of  the  gospel. 

You  who  read  Vantage  can  do 
something  about  this.  When  you 
know  about  it  I  believe  you  will. 
That's  why  I'm  writing  you. 


C.  Benton  Kline,  Jr. 


ONE  WOMPN'6  PfiTH  TO  MINISTRY 


Patricia  Eier  figures  to  finish  sem- 
inary somewhere  down  the  line.  No 
hurry,  but  she  has  some  exciting  ideas 
about  the  course  of  her  ministry. 

The  mother  of  three  was  active  in 
the  church  when  she  and  husband, 
Richard,  moved  to  the  Atlanta  area 
from  Chicago  a  few  years  ago,  but 
the  ministry  was  definitely  not  in  her 
plans  at  that  time. 

Richard  settled  into  his  job  at 
Western  Electric,  and  Pat  learned 
how  to  mingle  southern  cooking  with 
her  standard  fare  and  the  directions 
to  PTA  and  WOC  meetings. 

Meanwhile,  her  interest  in  the  life 
of  the  church  became  a  dynamic 
which  led  her  to  Columbia  for  a 
couple  of  courses.  All  this  study  did 
was  to  arouse  her  enthusiasm  and 
push  her  deeper  into  thoughts  of  aim- 
ing for  the  ordained  ministry. 

Before  long  Pat  was  called  by  the 
Rev.  Tom  Are,  pastor  of  Shallow- 
ford  Presbyterian  Church  as  his  as- 
sistant. 

That  did  it,  and  Pat  decided  that 
a  mother  of  three  with  enormous 
family  responsibilities  and  a  10-room 
suburban  home  to  keep,  could,  in- 
deed, aspire  to  the  professional  min- 
istry. 

"We  as  a  family  had  always  done 
quite  a  bit  of  mission  work  back  in 


Patricia  Eier 

Chicago,  but  I  never  knew  it  would 
lead  to  this,"  Pat  beamed. 

She  is  a  pretty,  vibrant  woman, 
and  several  professors  have  com- 
mended Pat  for  the  quality  of  her 
academic  work. 

Does  she  find  it  pretentious  to  be 
moving  into  a  field  where  mostly  men 
abound?  "It  never  occurred  to  me 
that  the  ministry  was  reserved  for 
men,"  she  said.  "Call  it  innocence  or 
naivete  on  my  part,  but  being  a  wo- 
man in  this  calling  is  not  difficult  at 
all.  It's  what  God  calls  you  to  do." 

Pat  is  definitely  not  part  of  any 
liberation  movement.  "Just,"  as  she 
says,  "a  committed  Christian  woman 
being  faithful  to  what  I  think  God 
would  have  me  to  do." 


OOMMENOEMENT 
60MEDULE  6ET 


The  1975  graduation  schedule  has 
been  set  for  Sunday,  June  1,  with 
Baccalaureate  to  be  held  at  the  Druid 
Hills  Presbyterian  Church  and  Com- 
mencement Exercises  at  Columbia 
Presbyterian  Church. 

At  11:00  a.m.  Dr.  Harry  B.  Bev- 
erly, pastor  of  the  Druid  Hills  Church 
will  preach  the  Baccalaureate  Ser- 
mon and  in  the  afternoon  at  4:00  Dr. 
Oswald  P.  Bronson,  President  of  the 
Interdenominational  Theological  Cen- 
ter of  Atlanta  will  offer  the  Com- 
mencement Address. 


Of  course,  the  children  give  her  a 
hard  time  on  occasion,  addressing 
her  formally  as  "My  mama,  the 
preacher,"  but  Pat  says  they're  all 
behind  her. 

"What  I'd  really  like  to  do  when 
I  finish  seminary,"  she  said,  "is  to 
find  a  new  kind  of  ministry,  some- 
where, doing  something  no  one  be- 
fore has  ever  done.  I  believe  there's 
an  opportunity  like  that  waiting  for 
me." 

With  those  creative  thoughts  in  the 
back  of  her  mind,  Pat  plows  heavily 
into  the  rigors  of  academia  like  every- 
one else  who  has  signs  set  on  the 
parish  ministry. 


HELP  US  DO  OUR  JOB  BETTER 

n  I  receive  more  than  one  copy  of  Vantage  (Please  return  both  address  labels  and  mark  correct  copy) 
n  My  address  is  incorrect 

Please  send  Vantage  to  the  following  person: 


Please  tear  off  and  return  to  the  Development  Office,  Columbia  Seminary,  Box  520,  Decatur,  Ga.  30031 . 


YonU 


COLUMBIfi'6  RECOQD6 


THE  COLLEGE  CONFERENCE 


It  isn't  often  that  the  seminary  sets 
records,  but  one  surfaced  back  in  the 
winter. 

First,  the  Board  of  Directors  com- 
mitted a  minimum  of  $10,000  for 
the  seminary,  then  challenged  the 
alumni  to  match  that  amount. 

The  alumni,  in  a  display  of  gen- 
erosity pledged  $14,000,  and  when 
all  the  Board  pledges  were  in,  they 
too  had  pledged  $14,000  so  a  $10,- 
000  idea  has  become  a  $28,000  com- 
mitment. 

*       *       * 

The  record  for  an  inquiry  regard- 
ing Columbia's  summer  programs  has 
got  to  go  to  J.  Carlton  Duke  who 
wrote  Dean  Jack  McMichael  on 
March  2  to  inquire  about  ".  .  .  one  of 
your  courses  which  will  be  offered 
during  July  14  to  August  8,  1975." 

The  postmark  was  Abqaiq,  Saudi 
Arabia. 


i^    i^    i^ 


Men  and  women  who  neglect 
Christ,  and  try  to  win  heaven  through 
moralities,  are  like  sailors  at  sea  in  a 
storm,  who  pull,  some  at  the  bow- 
sprit and  some  at  the  mainmast,  but 
never  touch  the  helm. 

Henry  Ward  Beecher 
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